COUNCIL CORNER

A good year to launch the Cross-Cultural Center

By Councilmember
CONRADLEE

According to the Chinese zodiac, this year - the
year of the dragon - is considered potentially
lucky, with opportunities for success, especially
about big changes. They may involve big
challenges and require hard work, but this is
predicted to be a year when thoughtful actions
will be rewarded.

Indeed, the city is completing Bellevue 2044,
an update of the Comprehensive Plan that

will guide growth in Bellevue over the next 20
years. The land-use policies in the plan are crucial in meeting the
future demands and needs of the community and residents, while
maintaining the long-time values and character of Bellevue.

The plan supports affordable housing, including middle housing, and
a mix of density. A healthy economy is essential to make our policies
feasible. Our quality of life will benefit from the Grand Connection
Crossing over Interstate 405, Smart City technology, utility
infrastructure, affordable internet access, and not the least, actions
to address climate change.

Also this year, the city will hire a city manager, study City Council
salaries, secure more resources for each council member and, finally,
start programming for a Cross-Cultural Center program.

These tasks are my top priorities because they affect how the city is
run and how council policies are carried out. We tend to judge our
success by what we deliver, but | believe the process is even more
important. How we get something done determines how good the
results will likely be.

The Cross-Cultural Center project is my top priority. Bellevue is the
chosen home of people from many cultures around the world. Forty
percent of our population are immigrants or born outside of this
country. Many speak other languages and have culture differences.

As someone in a strange land, they tend to keep to themselves and
the familiar. As a result, they lack opportunities to interact with
others. It is hard to build relationships and know others from a
different culture.

With our country and community struggling to find common ground
on polarizing issues, there are tensions and misinterpretation of

More than 100 people showed up for the inaugural Cross-Cultural
Center Without Walls event, Cultural Childhood Games hosted by the
Friends of Bellevue Cross-Cultural Center organization at the Legacy
Homeschool on May 20.

facts. A divided community is a dysfunctional community. We must
learn to communicate with one other.

The goal of the Cross-Cultural Center is to bring people of all
cultures and backgrounds together through events and activities
including food, art, music, dance and education. People can learn
how to collaborate, while having fun, in a welcoming environment.
Through these activities, we hope to build a true sense of belonging
for all who live, work and play in Bellevue. Instead of division and
polarization, we can work together, united for common goals.

As noted in the article on page 7, the city has selected a number of
community-based organizations to:

1. Test cross-cultural programming in the community.
2. Explore possible long-term partnerships for a future facility.
3. Leverage existing spaces in Bellevue to support programming.

Please participate in as many events and activities as possible,
particularly if you can volunteer and help organize them. Contact
Dr. Linda Whitehead (Iwhitehead@bellevuewa.gov) or Sara Boyle
(sboyle@bellevuewa.gov).
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By CLAUDE I0SSO

It’s Your City Editor potential vendors.

Making city’s procurement more inclusive
This City Council on May 14 learned

about changes to Bellevue's procurement
processes designed to ensure small and
diverse businesses have a fair shot at

city contracts.

After gathering input from businesses at
multiple workshops, the city’s Procurement
Diversity Inclusion Plan was updated this
spring to include:

» Enhanced technical support for potential
vendors so they can better navigate and
apply for opportunities

= Additional transparency through

robust data reporting incentives this year.

= Cultivation of strong and lasting
relationships with partners and the
vendor community

The procurement inclusion plan was created
in 2016. The updated plan calls for clearer
procurement processes and resources,
better procurement communications

and regular workshops for vendors and

New affordable housing target considered
On May 7 the council decided to pursue a
new, more ambitious affordable housing
target for the coming years. The proposed
10-year target, to be revisited in the

fall following community outreach and
additional analysis, aims to produce or
preserve 5,700 housing units.

The new target would be more than double
the current 10-year target. The current
target, adopted in 2017, called for production
or preservation of 2,500 affordable housing
units. The city is on schedule to surpass

that target early, with 2,750 affordable
housing units built, funded or approved for

Based on Bellevue’s 2022 Housing Needs
Assessment gap analysis, the target and the
strategy for reaching it will cover 2024-2034
and help the city keep pace with expected
growth projections. City plans include
furthering partnerships and adding tools to
induce developers and nonprofits to build
and preserve affordable housing.

New annual grants for arts facilities

The council on April 23 offered preliminary
approval for new grants for construction and
maintenance of arts and cultural facilities.
Issued every other year, the grants would
help arts and cultural organizations acquire
land, purchase or construct facilities, or
maintain existing ones.

The city has occasionally given facility grants
to established arts organizations. The new
grant program will focus on an equitable
approach to funding organizations, including
supporting those with less traditional

access to capital.

For many years the city has offered
annual grants to artists and nonprofits for
programming or projects.

The Arts Commission’s role will be
expanded to review applications and make
recommendations to the council on which
organizations should receive capital funding.
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